
The Administrator of Yeshivat Hebrat 
Ahabat Shalom received a call from the 

Rosh Yeshiva, Hacham Yaakob Hillel...

Hacham Yitzhak Kaduri called me to his 
home about five years ago...

Since that time Hacham Yitzhak Kaduri 
called me to his home many times. Each 

time he gave me an envelope.

I took each envelope and saved it in my 
drawer. There are quite a few by now. I have 
finally finished counting up the contents...

Please come to 
my office. I have a 

large sum of money 
for the yeshiva!

Hacham Yaakob 
Hillel came in so 

early today, and he 
locked his door… 
what’s going on?

When I go 
to Shamayim, I 

want some merit to 
accompany me... I will be 

needing the zechut of 
the extra mitzvot!

There were about 50 
such envelopes, and the 
money Rav Kaduri gave 

adds up to $100,000! Just 
look what was written 
inside each envelope:

This 
donation is from 

Hacham Yitzhak 
Kaduri... k’vod 

Harav... but 
Hacham Yitzhak 

Kaduri has passed 
away!

Yes. Let me 
explain...

This 
is my ‘tzedah 

laderech’- food 
for the journey 

ahead!

Hacham Yaakob 
Hillel, please give this 

to your yeshiva, but not 
now! This is my ‘tzedah 

laderech’ - food for the 
journey ahead!

’tzedah 
laderech’?

...Such a talmid 
hacham, nearly a 

hundred years old, and 
he is concerned that he 
does not have enough 
zechuyot? What about 

me?

 and Toufacha. As a youngster, he excelled in ר׳ זְאֵב was born in Baghdad, Iraq, to זַצַ״ל Diba חָכָם יִצְחָק
his studies and began learning קַבָלָה while still in his teens, a study that lasted his entire life. He 
learned from the Ben Ish Chai (חָכָם יוֹסֵף חַיִים מִבַגְדאַד זַצַ״ל) and also in the local Zilka Yeshiva in 
Baghdad. In 1923, he moved to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. He first went to יְשִיבַת שוֹשַנִים לְדָוִד, a יְשִיבָה for Iraqi מְקֻבָלִים, 
where he learned under ר׳ יְהוּדָה מֹשֶה Ftaya (בֵית לֶחֶם יְהוּדָה) זַצַ״ל and ר׳ יַעֲקֹב חַיִים Sofer (כַף הַחַיִים) זַצַ״ל. 
Later, he learned under אֶפְרַיִם זִלְכָה הַכֹהֵן ר׳  in יְשִיבַת פּוֹרַת יוֹסֵף. After his marriage to שָרָה, he changed his 
surname to Khaduri. In 1934, he moved to the Bucharim Quarter of the Old city (near יְשִיבַת פּוֹרַת יוֹסֵף) 
where he took a job binding סְפָרִים. Before binding a סֵפֶר, he would commit it to memory. He was 
reputed to have a photographic memory; he mastered שַ״ס by heart, including רַשִ״י and תּוֹסָפוֹת. He 
served as ראֹש יְשִיבָה in נַחֲלַת יִצְחָק, a יְשִיבָה founded by his son. His writings were collected 

posthumously in 6 volumes of קְדוּשַת יִצְחָק, and were annotated by his תַּלְמִיד, R’ Yaakov Ades זַצַ״ל. 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ר׳ שַבְתַי  was born in Belitza, Belarus, to ר׳ רְאוּבֵן פײַן זַצַ״ל
 .סְלָנִים was יְשִיבָה His 1st .סִירל-ינטה and (רָב the town’s) זַצַ״ל
During WWII, upon ר׳ חַיִים עֹזֶר’s advice, he joined יְשִיבַת מִיר 

and ended up in Shanghai, China, where he learned with  ר׳ נָחוּם פַרְצוֹבִיץ
 and אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל After WWII, he emigrated to .ר׳ חַצְקֵל לֵוִינְשטײַן זַצַ״ל and זַצַ״ל
joined כּוֹלֵל חֲזוֹן אִיש. After he married יְהוּדִית, granddaughter of the  חֲזוֹן
 A prolific .ראֹש יְשִיבָה as a יְשִיבַת בֵית מֵאִיר joined ר׳ רְאוּבֵן ,s brother’אִיש
writer, he published the 1st 5 volumes of בֵין הַמִשְפְתַיִם in 1970, with הַסְכָּמוֹת 
from ר׳ חַיִים Shmuelevitz זַצַ״ל and the Steipler זַצַ״ל. In 1983, he moved to 
New York to serve as ראֹש יְשִיבָה of יְשִיבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת, imbuing his תַּלְמִידִים 
with his הַתְמָדָה ,אַהֲבַת הַתּוֹרָה and דֶרֶךְ הַלִמּוּד. 

 כ״ה  סיון
5684 – 5753 
1924 – 1993 

R' Reuvein Fain זַצַ״ל was a prince in מִדּוֹת טוֹבוֹת 
and lived the תּוֹרָה understanding of  דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ
 He gave up from his most .קָדְמָה לְתּוֹרָה
precious time to show הַכָרַת הַטוֹב. In his 
first months in New York to serve as  ׁראֹש
 helped בָחוּר a young ,תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת of יְשִׁיבָה
him settle in. Later, the תַּלְמִיד invited R' 
Fain to say a בְרָכָה at his sister’s חַתוּנָה. 
Although it was an hour travel each way, 
and he did not know the כַלָה ,חָתָן or any of the 
guests, he accepted. He could now show his “Thank 
you” to a young תַּלְמִיד! 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ךָ אֶת הַנֵּרֹת …  הַעֲלֹתְּ ר ח:ב(… בְּ בָּ )בַמִדְּ  
 … When you light the lamps... 
ה offers two explanations for why the רַשִ״י   chooses תּוֹרָּ
the word ָך הַעֲלֹתְּ  in reference to ,[to go up ,עלה from the root] בְּ
lighting the ה נוֹרָּ ךָ The more direct word .מְּ לִיקְּ הַדְּ  ,when you kindle ,בְּ
[from the root דלק, to light] would seemingly be a more fitting 
choice.  
 In his first explanation, רַשִ״י reveals to us, that ָך הַעֲלֹתְּ  is בְּ
teaching an important ה כָּ ן regarding the careful way a הֲלָּ  must כֹהֵּ
light each flame of the ה נוֹרָּ ן When the .מְּ ה is kindling the כֹהֵּ נוֹרָּ  ,מְּ
he must continually hold the fire next to the wick until the flame 
catches and begins to rise. Only when the ן  is confident that כֹהֵּ
the flame is strong enough to be a  הֶבֶת לֶיהָּ  עוֹלָהשַלְּ אֵּ מֵּ , a flame that 
rises by itself, may he move on and light the next flame. 
 In his second interpretation, רַשִ״י explains that ָך הַעֲלֹתְּ  בְּ
teaches that there was a מַעֲלָה, step, placed in front of the ה נוֹרָּ  .מְּ
Even though the ה נוֹרָּ חִים was 18 מְּ פָּ  high, the (about 6 feet) טְּ
height of the ן ן was insignificant. Any כֹהֵּ  who is preparing the כֹהֵּ
ה נוֹרָּ  must always climb up the stairs and from a position of מְּ
looking down, clean out the lamps everyday before rekindling 
them. The רא״ם, in his commentary, mentions that since these 
interpretations are similar to each other, both can be learned 
from the same word ָך הַעֲלֹתְּ  .בְּ

 R' Moshe Feinstein זַצַ״ל explains that what we learn 
from this רַשִ״י tell us something about how  a רֶבִי should teach 
ה מִיד to a תּוֹרָּ מִיד must teach a רֶבִי A good .תַּלְּ  how to analyze תַּלְּ
each ה מִיד topic. If a תּוֹרָּ  is taught how to ask a question תַּלְּ
correctly and derive an acceptable answer, he can apply these 
skills on his own. Such a מִיד הֶבֶת  is called a תַּלְּ לֶיהָּ  עוֹלָהשַלְּ אֵּ מֵּ , a 
flame that rises by itself in that topic. Only after the רֶבִי is 
confident that his מִיד יָּה has a clear understanding of the תַּלְּ  סוּגְּ
should the רֶבִי move to the next topic and teach it in the same 
manner. R' Chaim Shmulevitz זַצַ״ל would say, “One who can 
simply ‘say over’ what his רֶבִי says on a specific topic is not 
necessarily considered a true מִיד  He must also be able to ‘say .תַּלְּ
over’ on his own what his רֶבִי would have said. This indicates 
that he has absorbed his רֶבִי’s approach to understanding a 
thought of ה  ”!תּוֹרָּ
 R' Moshe continues: In reality, a ן  can easily prepare כֹהֵּ
the wicks without the need of stairs. However, if he wants to 
completely clean out every corner of the cup holding the oil and 
wicks, it is only possible if the ן  is standing above the cups of כֹהֵּ
the ה נוֹרָּ    .and looking down at them מְּ
 Both a רֶבִי and a מִיד  have an important lesson to תַּלְּ
learn from one word - ָך הַעֲלֹתְּ  !בְּ

Adapted from: Darash Moshe 
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ו׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים  continues and discusses the reward for those that חָפֵץ חַיִּ
sustain a יד חָכָם  and afford him the opportunity to learn. The תַלְמִּ
reward that one receives will not be limited to having a portion in the 
יד חָכָם  learning, which is also eternal; rather, every תוֹרָה s’תַלְמִּ
consequential level of success in the יד חָכָם  s learning and his’תַלְמִּ
Rabbinical leadership role will be tied to your original support. 
Furthermore, in the ל מַעְלָה יבָה שֶׁ  you will be rewarded to עוֹלָם הַבָא in יְשִּ
fathom the same depth of learning as the יד חָכָם  .you supported תַלְמִּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶׁ ר אַהֲבַת חֶׁ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶׁ
The ים ים נג:) חֲזַ״ל quotes חָפֵץ חַיִּ יד חָכָם,  :(פְסָחִּ ל תַלְמִּ יס שֶׁ יל מְלַאי לְכִּ י יוֹחָנָן: כָל הַמֵטִּ אָמַר רַבִּ

ל מַעְלָה יבָה שֶׁ ה וְיוֹשֵב בַיְשִּ …זוֹכֶׁ  — R' Yochonon taught, “Whoever give a יד חָכָם  items תַלְמִּ
that will create business for the יד חָכָם  will merit and will ,(and give him sustenance) תַלְמִּ
learn in the [eternal] יבָה  …in Heaven יְשִּ

1. How were the Jewish taskmasters of Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers? 

2. Why was ה פִלָה so careful to daven a very short מֹשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, יָם  ?מִרְּ

1. Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְּקֵנִים  should be appointed from among ז
them ( ֶָׁר יָדַעְת ד״ה אֲש … — 11:16). 

ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and מֹש  is standing and מֹש
praying lengthy prayers” (ּ12:13 — ד״ה רְפָא נָא לָה). 

1. How were the Jewish taskmasters of Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers? 

2. Why was ה פִלָה so careful to daven a very short מֹשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, יָם  ?מִרְּ

1. Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְּקֵנִים  should be appointed from among ז
them ( ֶָׁר יָדַעְת ד״ה אֲש … — 11:16). 

ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and מֹש  is standing and מֹש
praying lengthy prayers” (ּ12:13 — ד״ה רְפָא נָא לָה). 

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה עָנָו מְאֺד מִכָל הָאָדָם  עַל פְנֵי הָאֲדָמָה )בַמִדְבָר יב:ג(… וְהָאִישׁ משֶׁׁ  
 And the man ה  was exceedingly humble, more than any משֶׁׁ
person on the face of the earth. 
 Being humble does not mean to think of oneself as being 
incapable or unaccomplished. ּה רַבֵינו  surely recognized that he מֺשֶׁׁ
was the greatest prophet to ever live; after all, הקב״ה had chosen him 
to lead בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל out of Egypt and transmit the תּוֹרָה at סִינַי. 
 As the Steipler Gaon (R' Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky זַצַ״ל) 
explains, עֲנָוָה is the ability to recognize that “all one’s intellect, 
emotions and skills are not his own, but are loaned to him for a 
specific amount of time by הקב״ה, Who created him and Who will 
recall these gifts when the time comes. This can be compared to a 
poor man who borrows a rich man’s clothing to wear at a festive 
gathering. The poor man will not pride himself over these garments, 
for he knows that they do not belong to him and that tomorrow he 
must return them” (חַיֵי עוֹלָם, p. 40). Thus, it is not hard to understand 
why ה  ,was the humblest of men, and why, in every generation מֺשֶׁׁ
 .עֲנָוָה are noted for their incredible, sincere צַדִיקִים

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Chaim Ozer Grodzensky זַצַ״ל was the רָב of Vilna and 
acclaimed giant of his generation in the years preceding WWII.  R' 
Chaim Ozer was the genius among geniuses, a man whose breadth 
and depth of תּוֹרָה knowledge seemed limitless. His nephew, R' 
Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler זַצַ״ל (author of מכתב מאליהו), said that his 
comprehension was indescribable and R' Chaim Ozer also possessed 
the ability to think three or four unrelated thoughts simultaneously 
without losing track of or confusing any of them. R' Dessler related to 
his son R' Nochum Zev (Cleveland) that he had seen R' Chaim Ozer 
writing with both hands at the same time! He had also seen him write 
a responsum, compute charity amounts and discuss תּוֹרָה with 
someone simultaneously. 
 R' Dessler would say that R' Chaim Ozer epitomized the 
quality of humility. Toward the very end of his life, when he was 

deathly ill, R' Chaim Ozer was unable to read the scores of letters that 
arrived at his door each day; it was necessary for someone to read 
the mail to him. One particular letter opened with an array of glorious 
descriptions of R' Chaim Ozer’s greatness. By the time the person had 
completed reading these words of praise, R' Chaim Ozer was actually 
laughing. He explained, “In the days of the Russian revolution, the 
value of currency plummeted and it became virtually worthless; for a 
dollar, one could get a million rubles. A poor, downtrodden fellow 
had no difficulty becoming a ’millionaire.’ Well, it seems to me, 
judging from this letter, that our spiritual world is experiencing this 
kind of gross inflation!” 
 R' Chaim Ozer’s brother-in-law, R' Elchonon Wasserman 
 R' Chaim Ozer .יוֹם כִפוּר once asked him how he had fasted on ,הי״ד
replied, “The physical strain does not particularly affect me, but from 
where do I draw the spiritual strength to bear the distress of 
confessing my sins?” 
 R' Elchonon displayed his own humility by commenting, “If 
R' Chaim Ozer, the greatest among giants, feels this way, what can we 
say … ?” 
 R' Chaim Ozer once told his Rebbitzen, “I am proud of one 
thing — my סַבְלָנוּת, tolerance.” His confidants would say that no one 
ever saw him exhibit even a trace of anger. This quality became 
apparent early in his career. He became רָב of Vilna when still in his 
twenties. Only 9 years later, with the passing of R' Yitzchok Elchonon 
Spector זַצַ״ל (רָב of Kovno), R' Chaim Ozer’s address became the 
center for all Lithuanian Jewry. At that time, there were some 
“enlightened” individuals in vilna who began to vilify the young רָב, for 
they viewed him as a threat to their own activities. Placards were 
posted ridiculing the activities of R' Chaim Ozer, who was referred to 
as “the new general of the black army.” 
 R' Chaim Ozer responded with total silence. He forbade 
anyone from voicing any protests or defense. He said simply, “Their 
arrows have missed their mark.” 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Humility and Greatness

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• Preferably, one must be seated for חֲנוּן  however, if the ;תַּ
only open seat is situated in front of someone davening 
רֵה מוֹנֶה עֶשְׁ  .or other similar reasons, one may stand שְׁ

• Some learn from  יו נָּ ל פָּ פֺּל עַּ יִּ לִפְנֵי אֲרוֹן ד׳וַּ י)  עַּ חֶמֶת הָּ לְׁ  that (מִּ
leaning on the arm is only performed in the presence of a 
ה  .סֵפֶר תוֹרָּ
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Sage Sayings

R' Reuvein Fain זַצַ״ל joined the מִיר יְשִיבָה at a very young 
age and was concerned about finding חַבְרוּתוֹת. R' 
Chatzkel Levenstein זַצַ״ל, gave him simple advice that he 
carried with him throughout his life: “ לעֶרן פלײַסִיג, אוּן
 Learn well, and — יעֶדעֶר אײֵנעֶר וועֶט וועֶלן זײַן דײַן חַבְרוּתָא!
they will all want to be your חַבְרוּתָא!” There is only one 
way to see success in learning — you have to learn 
diligently! Source: Heard around the שַבָת  table 

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Reuvein Fain זַצַ״ל left 
home at age 13 and traveled to 
Slonim, where he learned in the 
יבָה  At .זַצַ״ל of R' Shabsi Yogel יְשִׁ
the outset of World War II, R' 
Reuvein’s father brought him to 
Vilna, where, despite his young 
age, he was allowed to join the 
Mirrer יבָה  He traveled with .יְשִׁ
the Mir to Japan and Shanghai, 
China, where the יבָה  remained יְשִׁ
throughout the war.  
 During this era, R' 
Reuvein applied himself to his 
learning with unusual הַתְמָדָה and 
was זוֹכֶה to see special  יַעְתָא סִׁ
שְמַיָא  in his learning. He was דִׁ
granted a very unusual request 
he made from the  ַיח  'R ,מַשְגִׁ
Chatzkel Levenstein זַצַ״ל, who 
allowed R' Reuvein to begin 
learning ים  before others קָדָשִׁ
who were many years his senior. 
He became the חַבְרוּתָא of R' 
Nochum Partzovitz זַצַ״ל (later the 
יבָה  of Mir), R' Baruch ראֹש יְשִׁ
Rosenberg (later the יבָה  of ראֹש יְשִׁ
Slabodka), and many other 
outstanding ים ידֵי חַכָמִׁ  .תַלְמִׁ
 R' Reuvein immigrated to 
שְרָאֵל  after the war and אֶרֶץ יִׁ
joined Kollel Chazon Ish. R' 

Reuvein continued to apply 
himself to his learning with 
unusual הַתְמָדָה and again was 
שְמַיָא to see special זוֹכֶה יַעְתָא דִׁ  .סִׁ
At one point, he did not have 
enough money to buy food for 
the סְעוּדָה הַמַפְסֶקֶת on  עֶרֶב יוֹם
פּוּר  He looked around the house .כִׁ
and found a coin wedged in 
between his drawers with which 
he was able to make a meager 
purchase.   
 R' Reuvein learned 
through the sweltering heat in 
Shanghai and the constant 
bombings during the war. He 
struggled with פַּרְנָסָה in Kollel 
Chazon Ish. With all his trials and 
tribulations he was זוֹכֶה to 
become the יבָה בְאֵר  of ראֹש יְשִׁ
שְרָאֵל in יַעֲקֹב  and then אֶרֶץ יִׁ
(under the suggestion and 
guidance of the Steipler and Rav 
Shach) the יבָה תוֹרָה  at ראֹש יְשִׁ
         .in New York וְדַעַת
 My יד  as we ,תַלְמִׁ
approach ים  remember ,בֵין הַזְמַנִׁ
the lesson from R' Reuvein: 
Learning when it is hard, is the 
 !for success זְכוּת

כְרוֹ בָרוּךְ! י זִׁ  יְהִׁ
ידוּת י Your  ,בְיְדִׁ  רֶבִׁ

A  letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 
of 

the

Understanding
the Summer

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

Anyone who would like to 
have a PDF copy of the 2-
page version of this 
newsletter emailed to them 
weekly during the summer 
months should please email 
their request to: 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com. 
Please indicate in the body 
of the email whether this is 
only for the summer or if 
this is for all year. 

Have a safe, relaxing 
summer! 

The editors  



Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ו׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים  continues and discusses the reward for those that חָפֵץ חַיִּ
sustain a יד חָכָם  and afford him the opportunity to learn. The תַלְמִּ
reward that one receives will not be limited to having a portion in the 
יד חָכָם  learning, which is also eternal; rather, every תוֹרָה s’תַלְמִּ
consequential level of success in the יד חָכָם  s learning and his’תַלְמִּ
Rabbinical leadership role will be tied to your original support. 
Furthermore, in the ל מַעְלָה יבָה שֶׁ  you will be rewarded to עוֹלָם הַבָא in יְשִּ
fathom the same depth of learning as the יד חָכָם  .you supported תַלְמִּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶׁ ר אַהֲבַת חֶׁ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶׁ
The ים ים נג:) חֲזַ״ל quotes חָפֵץ חַיִּ יד חָכָם,  :(פְסָחִּ ל תַלְמִּ יס שֶׁ יל מְלַאי לְכִּ י יוֹחָנָן: כָל הַמֵטִּ אָמַר רַבִּ

ל מַעְלָה יבָה שֶׁ ה וְיוֹשֵב בַיְשִּ …זוֹכֶׁ  — R' Yochonon taught, “Whoever give a יד חָכָם  items תַלְמִּ
that will create business for the יד חָכָם  will merit and will ,(and give him sustenance) תַלְמִּ
learn in the [eternal] יבָה  …in Heaven יְשִּ

1. How were the Jewish taskmasters of Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers? 

2. Why was ה פִלָה so careful to daven a very short מֹשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, יָם  ?מִרְּ

1. Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְּקֵנִים  should be appointed from among ז
them ( ֶָׁר יָדַעְת ד״ה אֲש … — 11:16). 

ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and מֹש  is standing and מֹש
praying lengthy prayers” (ּ12:13 — ד״ה רְפָא נָא לָה). 

1. How were the Jewish taskmasters of Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers? 

2. Why was ה פִלָה so careful to daven a very short מֹשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, יָם  ?מִרְּ

1. Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְּקֵנִים  should be appointed from among ז
them ( ֶָׁר יָדַעְת ד״ה אֲש … — 11:16). 

ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and מֹש  is standing and מֹש
praying lengthy prayers” (ּ12:13 — ד״ה רְפָא נָא לָה). 

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה עָנָו מְאֺד מִכָל הָאָדָם  עַל פְנֵי הָאֲדָמָה )בַמִדְבָר יב:ג(… וְהָאִישׁ משֶׁׁ  
 And the man ה  was exceedingly humble, more than any משֶׁׁ
person on the face of the earth. 
 Being humble does not mean to think of oneself as being 
incapable or unaccomplished. ּה רַבֵינו  surely recognized that he מֺשֶׁׁ
was the greatest prophet to ever live; after all, הקב״ה had chosen him 
to lead בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל out of Egypt and transmit the תּוֹרָה at סִינַי. 
 As the Steipler Gaon (R' Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky זַצַ״ל) 
explains, עֲנָוָה is the ability to recognize that “all one’s intellect, 
emotions and skills are not his own, but are loaned to him for a 
specific amount of time by הקב״ה, Who created him and Who will 
recall these gifts when the time comes. This can be compared to a 
poor man who borrows a rich man’s clothing to wear at a festive 
gathering. The poor man will not pride himself over these garments, 
for he knows that they do not belong to him and that tomorrow he 
must return them” (חַיֵי עוֹלָם, p. 40). Thus, it is not hard to understand 
why ה  ,was the humblest of men, and why, in every generation מֺשֶׁׁ
 .עֲנָוָה are noted for their incredible, sincere צַדִיקִים

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Chaim Ozer Grodzensky זַצַ״ל was the רָב of Vilna and 
acclaimed giant of his generation in the years preceding WWII.  R' 
Chaim Ozer was the genius among geniuses, a man whose breadth 
and depth of תּוֹרָה knowledge seemed limitless. His nephew, R' 
Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler זַצַ״ל (author of מכתב מאליהו), said that his 
comprehension was indescribable and R' Chaim Ozer also possessed 
the ability to think three or four unrelated thoughts simultaneously 
without losing track of or confusing any of them. R' Dessler related to 
his son R' Nochum Zev (Cleveland) that he had seen R' Chaim Ozer 
writing with both hands at the same time! He had also seen him write 
a responsum, compute charity amounts and discuss תּוֹרָה with 
someone simultaneously. 
 R' Dessler would say that R' Chaim Ozer epitomized the 
quality of humility. Toward the very end of his life, when he was 

deathly ill, R' Chaim Ozer was unable to read the scores of letters that 
arrived at his door each day; it was necessary for someone to read 
the mail to him. One particular letter opened with an array of glorious 
descriptions of R' Chaim Ozer’s greatness. By the time the person had 
completed reading these words of praise, R' Chaim Ozer was actually 
laughing. He explained, “In the days of the Russian revolution, the 
value of currency plummeted and it became virtually worthless; for a 
dollar, one could get a million rubles. A poor, downtrodden fellow 
had no difficulty becoming a ’millionaire.’ Well, it seems to me, 
judging from this letter, that our spiritual world is experiencing this 
kind of gross inflation!” 
 R' Chaim Ozer’s brother-in-law, R' Elchonon Wasserman 
 R' Chaim Ozer .יוֹם כִפוּר once asked him how he had fasted on ,הי״ד
replied, “The physical strain does not particularly affect me, but from 
where do I draw the spiritual strength to bear the distress of 
confessing my sins?” 
 R' Elchonon displayed his own humility by commenting, “If 
R' Chaim Ozer, the greatest among giants, feels this way, what can we 
say … ?” 
 R' Chaim Ozer once told his Rebbitzen, “I am proud of one 
thing — my סַבְלָנוּת, tolerance.” His confidants would say that no one 
ever saw him exhibit even a trace of anger. This quality became 
apparent early in his career. He became רָב of Vilna when still in his 
twenties. Only 9 years later, with the passing of R' Yitzchok Elchonon 
Spector זַצַ״ל (רָב of Kovno), R' Chaim Ozer’s address became the 
center for all Lithuanian Jewry. At that time, there were some 
“enlightened” individuals in vilna who began to vilify the young רָב, for 
they viewed him as a threat to their own activities. Placards were 
posted ridiculing the activities of R' Chaim Ozer, who was referred to 
as “the new general of the black army.” 
 R' Chaim Ozer responded with total silence. He forbade 
anyone from voicing any protests or defense. He said simply, “Their 
arrows have missed their mark.” 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

הִלְכווֹת
חֲנווּן ת תוַּ הִלְכווֹ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Humility and Greatness

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• Preferably, one must be seated for חֲנוּן  however, if the ;תַּ
only open seat is situated in front of someone davening 
רֵה מוֹנֶה עֶשְׁ  .or other similar reasons, one may stand שְׁ

• Some learn from  יו נָּ ל פָּ פֺּל עַּ יִּ לִפְנֵי אֲרוֹן ד׳וַּ י)  עַּ חֶמֶת הָּ לְׁ  that (מִּ
leaning on the arm is only performed in the presence of a 
ה  .סֵפֶר תוֹרָּ

FocusonMiddos

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

R' Reuvein Fain זַצַ״ל joined the מִיר יְשִיבָה at a very young 
age and was concerned about finding חַבְרוּתוֹת. R' 
Chatzkel Levenstein זַצַ״ל, gave him simple advice that he 
carried with him throughout his life: “ לעֶרן פלײַסִיג, אוּן
 Learn well, and — יעֶדעֶר אײֵנעֶר וועֶט וועֶלן זײַן דײַן חַבְרוּתָא!
they will all want to be your חַבְרוּתָא!” There is only one 
way to see success in learning — you have to learn 
diligently! Source: Heard around the שַבָת  table 

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Reuvein Fain זַצַ״ל left 
home at age 13 and traveled to 
Slonim, where he learned in the 
יבָה  At .זַצַ״ל of R' Shabsi Yogel יְשִׁ
the outset of World War II, R' 
Reuvein’s father brought him to 
Vilna, where, despite his young 
age, he was allowed to join the 
Mirrer יבָה  He traveled with .יְשִׁ
the Mir to Japan and Shanghai, 
China, where the יבָה  remained יְשִׁ
throughout the war.  
 During this era, R' 
Reuvein applied himself to his 
learning with unusual הַתְמָדָה and 
was זוֹכֶה to see special  יַעְתָא סִׁ
שְמַיָא  in his learning. He was דִׁ
granted a very unusual request 
he made from the  ַיח  'R ,מַשְגִׁ
Chatzkel Levenstein זַצַ״ל, who 
allowed R' Reuvein to begin 
learning ים  before others קָדָשִׁ
who were many years his senior. 
He became the חַבְרוּתָא of R' 
Nochum Partzovitz זַצַ״ל (later the 
יבָה  of Mir), R' Baruch ראֹש יְשִׁ
Rosenberg (later the יבָה  of ראֹש יְשִׁ
Slabodka), and many other 
outstanding ים ידֵי חַכָמִׁ  .תַלְמִׁ
 R' Reuvein immigrated to 
שְרָאֵל  after the war and אֶרֶץ יִׁ
joined Kollel Chazon Ish. R' 

Reuvein continued to apply 
himself to his learning with 
unusual הַתְמָדָה and again was 
שְמַיָא to see special זוֹכֶה יַעְתָא דִׁ  .סִׁ
At one point, he did not have 
enough money to buy food for 
the סְעוּדָה הַמַפְסֶקֶת on  עֶרֶב יוֹם
פּוּר  He looked around the house .כִׁ
and found a coin wedged in 
between his drawers with which 
he was able to make a meager 
purchase.   
 R' Reuvein learned 
through the sweltering heat in 
Shanghai and the constant 
bombings during the war. He 
struggled with פַּרְנָסָה in Kollel 
Chazon Ish. With all his trials and 
tribulations he was זוֹכֶה to 
become the יבָה בְאֵר  of ראֹש יְשִׁ
שְרָאֵל in יַעֲקֹב  and then אֶרֶץ יִׁ
(under the suggestion and 
guidance of the Steipler and Rav 
Shach) the יבָה תוֹרָה  at ראֹש יְשִׁ
         .in New York וְדַעַת
 My יד  as we ,תַלְמִׁ
approach ים  remember ,בֵין הַזְמַנִׁ
the lesson from R' Reuvein: 
Learning when it is hard, is the 
 !for success זְכוּת

כְרוֹ בָרוּךְ! י זִׁ  יְהִׁ
ידוּת י Your  ,בְיְדִׁ  רֶבִׁ

A  letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 
of 

the

Understanding
the Summer

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

Anyone who would like to 
have a PDF copy of the 2-
page version of this 
newsletter emailed to them 
weekly during the summer 
months should please email 
their request to: 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com. 
Please indicate in the body 
of the email whether this is 
only for the summer or if 
this is for all year. 

Have a safe, relaxing 
summer! 

The editors  



The Administrator of Yeshivat Hebrat 
Ahabat Shalom received a call from the 

Rosh Yeshiva, Hacham Yaakob Hillel...

Hacham Yitzhak Kaduri called me to his 
home about five years ago...

Since that time Hacham Yitzhak Kaduri 
called me to his home many times. Each 

time he gave me an envelope.

I took each envelope and saved it in my 
drawer. There are quite a few by now. I have 
finally finished counting up the contents...

Please come to 
my office. I have a 

large sum of money 
for the yeshiva!

Hacham Yaakob 
Hillel came in so 

early today, and he 
locked his door… 
what’s going on?

When I go 
to Shamayim, I 

want some merit to 
accompany me... I will be 

needing the zechut of 
the extra mitzvot!

There were about 50 
such envelopes, and the 
money Rav Kaduri gave 

adds up to $100,000! Just 
look what was written 
inside each envelope:

This 
donation is from 

Hacham Yitzhak 
Kaduri... k’vod 

Harav... but 
Hacham Yitzhak 

Kaduri has passed 
away!

Yes. Let me 
explain...

This 
is my ‘tzedah 

laderech’- food 
for the journey 

ahead!

Hacham Yaakob 
Hillel, please give this 

to your yeshiva, but not 
now! This is my ‘tzedah 

laderech’ - food for the 
journey ahead!

’tzedah 
laderech’?

...Such a talmid 
hacham, nearly a 

hundred years old, and 
he is concerned that he 
does not have enough 
zechuyot? What about 

me?

 and Toufacha. As a youngster, he excelled in ר׳ זְאֵב was born in Baghdad, Iraq, to זַצַ״ל Diba חָכָם יִצְחָק
his studies and began learning קַבָלָה while still in his teens, a study that lasted his entire life. He 
learned from the Ben Ish Chai (חָכָם יוֹסֵף חַיִים מִבַגְדאַד זַצַ״ל) and also in the local Zilka Yeshiva in 
Baghdad. In 1923, he moved to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. He first went to יְשִיבַת שוֹשַנִים לְדָוִד, a יְשִיבָה for Iraqi מְקֻבָלִים, 
where he learned under ר׳ יְהוּדָה מֹשֶה Ftaya (בֵית לֶחֶם יְהוּדָה) זַצַ״ל and ר׳ יַעֲקֹב חַיִים Sofer (כַף הַחַיִים) זַצַ״ל. 
Later, he learned under אֶפְרַיִם זִלְכָה הַכֹהֵן ר׳  in יְשִיבַת פּוֹרַת יוֹסֵף. After his marriage to שָרָה, he changed his 
surname to Khaduri. In 1934, he moved to the Bucharim Quarter of the Old city (near יְשִיבַת פּוֹרַת יוֹסֵף) 
where he took a job binding סְפָרִים. Before binding a סֵפֶר, he would commit it to memory. He was 
reputed to have a photographic memory; he mastered שַ״ס by heart, including רַשִ״י and תּוֹסָפוֹת. He 
served as ראֹש יְשִיבָה in נַחֲלַת יִצְחָק, a יְשִיבָה founded by his son. His writings were collected 

posthumously in 6 volumes of קְדוּשַת יִצְחָק, and were annotated by his תַּלְמִיד, R’ Yaakov Ades זַצַ״ל. 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ר׳ שַבְתַי  was born in Belitza, Belarus, to ר׳ רְאוּבֵן פײַן זַצַ״ל
 .סְלָנִים was יְשִיבָה His 1st .סִירל-ינטה and (רָב the town’s) זַצַ״ל
During WWII, upon ר׳ חַיִים עֹזֶר’s advice, he joined יְשִיבַת מִיר 

and ended up in Shanghai, China, where he learned with  ר׳ נָחוּם פַרְצוֹבִיץ
 and אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל After WWII, he emigrated to .ר׳ חַצְקֵל לֵוִינְשטײַן זַצַ״ל and זַצַ״ל
joined כּוֹלֵל חֲזוֹן אִיש. After he married יְהוּדִית, granddaughter of the  חֲזוֹן
 A prolific .ראֹש יְשִיבָה as a יְשִיבַת בֵית מֵאִיר joined ר׳ רְאוּבֵן ,s brother’אִיש
writer, he published the 1st 5 volumes of בֵין הַמִשְפְתַיִם in 1970, with הַסְכָּמוֹת 
from ר׳ חַיִים Shmuelevitz זַצַ״ל and the Steipler זַצַ״ל. In 1983, he moved to 
New York to serve as ראֹש יְשִיבָה of יְשִיבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת, imbuing his תַּלְמִידִים 
with his הַתְמָדָה ,אַהֲבַת הַתּוֹרָה and דֶרֶךְ הַלִמּוּד. 

 כ״ה  סיון
5684 – 5753 
1924 – 1993 

R' Reuvein Fain זַצַ״ל was a prince in מִדּוֹת טוֹבוֹת 
and lived the תּוֹרָה understanding of  דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ
 He gave up from his most .קָדְמָה לְתּוֹרָה
precious time to show הַכָרַת הַטוֹב. In his 
first months in New York to serve as  ׁראֹש
 helped בָחוּר a young ,תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת of יְשִׁיבָה
him settle in. Later, the תַּלְמִיד invited R' 
Fain to say a בְרָכָה at his sister’s חַתוּנָה. 
Although it was an hour travel each way, 
and he did not know the כַלָה ,חָתָן or any of the 
guests, he accepted. He could now show his “Thank 
you” to a young תַּלְמִיד! 
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ךָ אֶת הַנֵּרֹת …  הַעֲלֹתְּ ר ח:ב(… בְּ בָּ )בַמִדְּ  
 … When you light the lamps... 
ה offers two explanations for why the רַשִ״י   chooses תּוֹרָּ
the word ָך הַעֲלֹתְּ  in reference to ,[to go up ,עלה from the root] בְּ
lighting the ה נוֹרָּ ךָ The more direct word .מְּ לִיקְּ הַדְּ  ,when you kindle ,בְּ
[from the root דלק, to light] would seemingly be a more fitting 
choice.  
 In his first explanation, רַשִ״י reveals to us, that ָך הַעֲלֹתְּ  is בְּ
teaching an important ה כָּ ן regarding the careful way a הֲלָּ  must כֹהֵּ
light each flame of the ה נוֹרָּ ן When the .מְּ ה is kindling the כֹהֵּ נוֹרָּ  ,מְּ
he must continually hold the fire next to the wick until the flame 
catches and begins to rise. Only when the ן  is confident that כֹהֵּ
the flame is strong enough to be a  הֶבֶת לֶיהָּ  עוֹלָהשַלְּ אֵּ מֵּ , a flame that 
rises by itself, may he move on and light the next flame. 
 In his second interpretation, רַשִ״י explains that ָך הַעֲלֹתְּ  בְּ
teaches that there was a מַעֲלָה, step, placed in front of the ה נוֹרָּ  .מְּ
Even though the ה נוֹרָּ חִים was 18 מְּ פָּ  high, the (about 6 feet) טְּ
height of the ן ן was insignificant. Any כֹהֵּ  who is preparing the כֹהֵּ
ה נוֹרָּ  must always climb up the stairs and from a position of מְּ
looking down, clean out the lamps everyday before rekindling 
them. The רא״ם, in his commentary, mentions that since these 
interpretations are similar to each other, both can be learned 
from the same word ָך הַעֲלֹתְּ  .בְּ

 R' Moshe Feinstein זַצַ״ל explains that what we learn 
from this רַשִ״י tell us something about how  a רֶבִי should teach 
ה מִיד to a תּוֹרָּ מִיד must teach a רֶבִי A good .תַּלְּ  how to analyze תַּלְּ
each ה מִיד topic. If a תּוֹרָּ  is taught how to ask a question תַּלְּ
correctly and derive an acceptable answer, he can apply these 
skills on his own. Such a מִיד הֶבֶת  is called a תַּלְּ לֶיהָּ  עוֹלָהשַלְּ אֵּ מֵּ , a 
flame that rises by itself in that topic. Only after the רֶבִי is 
confident that his מִיד יָּה has a clear understanding of the תַּלְּ  סוּגְּ
should the רֶבִי move to the next topic and teach it in the same 
manner. R' Chaim Shmulevitz זַצַ״ל would say, “One who can 
simply ‘say over’ what his רֶבִי says on a specific topic is not 
necessarily considered a true מִיד  He must also be able to ‘say .תַּלְּ
over’ on his own what his רֶבִי would have said. This indicates 
that he has absorbed his רֶבִי’s approach to understanding a 
thought of ה  ”!תּוֹרָּ
 R' Moshe continues: In reality, a ן  can easily prepare כֹהֵּ
the wicks without the need of stairs. However, if he wants to 
completely clean out every corner of the cup holding the oil and 
wicks, it is only possible if the ן  is standing above the cups of כֹהֵּ
the ה נוֹרָּ    .and looking down at them מְּ
 Both a רֶבִי and a מִיד  have an important lesson to תַּלְּ
learn from one word - ָך הַעֲלֹתְּ  !בְּ
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